Lymphadenopathy in primary biliary cirrhosis: CT observations.
The authors retrospectively evaluated computed tomographic (CT) scans obtained in 21 patients with primary biliary cirrhosis, 13 of whom subsequently underwent liver transplantation. Evidence of enlarged lymph nodes, primarily in the gastrohepatic ligament and porta hepatis, was seen on CT scans in 17 patients (81%). Lymphadenopathy also occurred in unusual sites for benign adenopathy, including the paracardiac (24%) and mesenteric (19%) lymph nodes. Surgical or autopsy confirmation of enlarged lymph nodes was made in 13 patients, and histologic analysis of the specimens revealed reactive hyperplasia, sinus hyperplasia, sinus histiocytosis, fibrosis, or normal architecture in these enlarged nodes. The authors conclude that lymphadenopathy is a frequent CT finding in primary biliary cirrhosis and that recognition can help prevent misdiagnosis of lymphoma or metastatic disease.